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Abstract

Background and aim: Grass thorns are a common cause to migrate foreign body disease in animals, but little is
known about their presence in pancreas. The disease is more common in dogs than in cats, and is especially common
in large and long-haired dogs. Ultrasonography is useful for diagnosing the vegetal foreign bodies in dogs and cats.
Ultrasound characteristics of the grass thorns in vivo and in vitro have been described in detail. In this study, the
ultrasonography of migrating vegetal foreign bodies in the pancreas of two dogs is explained.

Materials and Methods: Two male terriers were evaluated for signs of acute pancreatitis and tested for blood
analysis and imaging. The results of clinical examination, blood cell count, serum biochemistry and ultrasound were
recorded and chest and abdominal radiographs were also evaluated.

Results: Based on the evaluation of ultrasound, a vegetal foreign body was observed in the vicinity of the right lobe
of the pancreas. This structure was seen on ultrasound as a linear hyperechoic structure with acoustic shadowing. The
presence of a grass thorn in the pancreatic lobe was confirmed during exploratory laparotomy, and the clinical signs
improved completely with its removal.

Conclusion: According to this report, ultrasonography represented a high diagnostic accuracy with the possibility of
correct assessment for secondary lesions in the pancreas and correct identification and localization of the foreign
bodies in it, and determined the position of the grass thorn correctly before the operation. Therefore, ultrasonography
is expected to be considered as an efficient diagnostic tool in diagnosing the vegetal foreign bodies.
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